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Rev. Jesse Jackson
blasts Post Office

WASHINGTON — The
Rev. Jesse Jackson has ac-
cused the United States
Postal Service of job dis-
crimination.

Jackson, the director of
the Operation Breadbasket
arm of the Southern Chris-

tian Leadership Confer-
ence, said that postal
reorganization has placed

thousands of nonwhites clo-
ser to welfare.

He was also crilical of
the reduction in the number
of postal regions and super-
visers: this, he said, auto-
matically cut the work
force.

He {further charged that
the new district post offices
are being established in
white suburbs.

“‘In Chicago,” he said, "“‘a
new office is being placed
in Cicero, where it is not
even safe for blacks to pass
through — let alone live.”

He added that “the pat-
{ern is the same in Wash-
inglon and 1 suspect every
major cily.”
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Jackson estimated that
nonwhites constitute be-
tween 61 and 80 per cent of
the work force nationally,
and noted that employmeut
al Chicago’s post offices
has dropped from 27,000 to
21,000 in the past three
years.

He said that the majority
of post office-employed non-
whites remain near the bot-
tom where they are *‘a post
office job away from the
welfare rolls.”
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Jackson cited the dis-
crimination as a result of
new-found interest in the
postal jobs by whites.

“When blacks were ont
loading mail onto trucks for
$4,000 a yecar, nobody cise
wanled the jobs,” he said.
“But now that they pay up
to $10,000 and $12,000,
whites have decided they
want them."”

The SCLC official had the
opportunity o tour the
main post office building,
and he noled that con-
ditions were depressing and
paralieled the work set-up
to an old cotton plantation.

“In the South it's the cot-
ton sack, but in the Nortn

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

it’s the mail sack,” he sug-
gested.
Jackson also met with

some workers who com-
plained that they were con-
stantly harassed and
treated like second-class
employees.

A Postal Service spokes-
man said the agency has
been placed undar
the Postal Reform Act,
which requires that old em-
ployees be given priority in
Jjob placement in new facil-
ities. He added that jobs
had been filled on the basis

of competitive tests,



