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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

For over 133 years, the AFRO has proudly stood as a beacon of truth and a powerful voice for the Black
community. As we reflect on 2025, our commitment to uplifting, inspiring, and informing remains as
steadfast as ever. Together, we continue to preserve our liberties, celebrate our achievements, and work
toward a brighter, more equitable future for all. Thank you for making the AFRO part of your story this year
and beyond.

Local news is facing unprecedented challenges. Across the country, newsroom closures, shrinking budgets,
and job cuts have left many communities without reliable, trusted sources of news. One in five Americans
now live in “news deserts,” where no local coverage exists to hold power accountable or tell community
stories. The AFRO is determined not to let that happen to our community — and this year, we took bold
steps to ensure our newsroom remains strong, innovative, and impactful.

In 2025, we made significant strides, including:

e Expanding our digital presence from 26 billboard sites northwest of Baltimore to 101 locations across
the Baltimore metro areas, bringing the AFRO's voice directly into the heart of the community.

¢ Gaining media exposure on several local and national platforms.

e Receiving numerous editorial and digital awards from the Maryland, Delaware, DC Press Association
(MDDC), the National Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA), and Inner City Capital Connections
(ICIC), Inner City 100 List. In addition, the AFRO was named among the Nation’s Top Black News Outlets
on Two FeedSpot Lists.

¢ Integrating artificial intelligence technology to help streamline our reporting and posting processes,
allowing us to deliver timely, accurate, and engaging content to our readers and subscribers.

In addition to strengthening our newsroom, we proudly hosted impactful community events,
including:

¢ Annual Baltimore Tea honoring ten historic community organizations 75 years and older (April 26th)

¢ Juneteenth Celebration of Maryland HBCUs (June 18th)

¢ Black Business Matters EXPO celebrating Black-owned businesses (August 14th)

¢ Unsung Heroes luncheon honoring Department of Public Works employees (October 23rd)

o A Salute to Veterans event (November 13th)

e Mrs. Santa Toy Giveaway with Afro Charities (December 13th)

These events not only celebrated achievements but reinforced our mission to amplify Black voices and
elevate the stories that matter most to our community.

As we reflect on a year of growth and resilience, we recognize that none of this is possible without your
support.

With gratitude and determination,
Dr. Frances Murphy "Toni" Draper
Publisher & CEO, afro.com
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KEY TOUCHPOINTS

We are proud to share key milestones that highlight the continued
growth and impact of the AFRO across digital, community, and social

2 8 6 M platforms. These accomplishments are a testament to our unwavering
o commitment to informing, uplifting, and empowering the Black

community.
FB VIEWS
Editorial Impact
e 2,582 articles posted — delivering a consistent stream of news that
1 ° 7 M keeps our community informed and connected.
e 24 prestigious journalism awards — including 20 MDDC and 4 NNPA
PAGE VIEWS Messenger awards, recognizing the exceptional quality and integrity
of our reporting.
e 10 summer interns — demonstrating our commitment to
1 °® M mentoring the next generation of Black journalists and storytellers.
VISITORS
Digital Reach

e 1.7 million+ website page views — demonstrating the trust and
71 1 3 K loyalty of our growing audience.
L

e 1.3 million+ visitors — individuals who come to afro.com seeking
SOCIAL MEDIA accurate, timely, and relevant news.
FOLLOWERS , , . _

e 1 minute, 4 seconds — the average time visitors spent on our site,

3 9 K + reflecting deep engagement with our content.

Social Media Influence
CONTACTS e Over 711,300 social media followers across platforms — amplifying
the AFRO’s voice and expanding our reach nationwide.
e We partnered with activist/photographer/influencer Devin Allen
1 4 0 through a PoliSol pilot program to amplify our messages. We added
J two new Platforms, Squareoffs & NextDoor this year!
SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

Audience & Engagement

2 5 8 2 e Over 39,000 contacts — a robust, active database of subscribers and
supporters who are part of the AFRO family.
ARTICLES POSTED e 6 community-centered events hosted in 2025 — each one
reinforcing our dedication to celebrating Black excellence, honoring
1 [ O 4 local heroes, and bringing people together for meaningful dialogue
Y and recognition.

AVG TIME ON SITE
These touch points reflect not just numbers, but the heart of our

mission: to serve as a beacon of truth and a powerful voice for our
community. As we move into 2026, we remain committed to
COMMUNITY EVENTS strengthening these areas and continuing to lead with purpose,

integrity, and innovation.
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THANK YOU

We extend our deepest gratitude to our 2025 sponsors, advertisers, and strategic partners
whose generous support made this year's work possible. Your investment in the AFRO is an
investment in trusted journalism, cultural preservation, and the economic and civic vitality of
our community. Because of your partnership, we were able to sustain local reporting, expand
innovative platforms, host meaningful community events, and mentor the next generation of
journalists. Together, we are not only sustaining a 133-year legacy—we are building the
future of Black media. Some of our partners include:
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PHILANTHROPY

Google Discover

THE REV. D. KEVIN
MCNEIR,
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

FUND FOR
FOR THE AFRO BASED
JOURNALISM IN WASHINGTON, DC

Journalism funded by philanthropy can be a means for social impact and systemic
change. This past year we received funds from the Google Discover program in
the amount of 51K, the Google News Initative in the amount of 20k and in-kind
support from the Knight LMA Bloom Lab in the amount of 25k.

The Local Media Association (LMA) and Comcast
NBCUniversal announced the launch of the 2025-
2026 Economic Opportunity Lab, a groundbreaking
initiative supporting local journalism covering stories
of economic mobility and opportunity in cities across
MGSELDIEEY) the United States. AFRO's former intern Victoria

/3
COMCAST
NBCUNIVERSAL

Mejicanos was selected use tools like the
e Ia Opportunity Atlas to analyze and illustrate how
eeOC | at | on neighborhood conditions, public school systems,

housing access, and city policies influence
Local Media Foundation launched an Al economic outcomes.

Community Journalism Lab focused on rural
and underserved markets, investing in
experiments that will be conducted by

participants in the LMA Family and
Independent Media Sustainability Lab and
the Knight x LMA BloomLab. The effort is

supported by the Walton Family Foundation.
The AFRO experimented with tools to create Medla
newsroom efficiencies using artificial e . Al Community
intelligence and circulated an Al survey to A SS0OCIa t QM Jounatiamab

gauge reader perceptions.
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https://www.opportunityatlas.org/

INTERNS

This past summer, the AFRO newsroom was energized by six talented interns who brought fresh
perspectives and strong reporting skills to our coverage of community life, from politics and
education to sports and cultural events. They produced impactful journalism that highlighted
local protests, chronicled community celebrations and issues like immigration and Black
business growth, and ensured important events received meaningful attention.
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TOP MOMENTS

2025 highlights:
Historic elections,
social movements

and global shifts

By Andrea Stevens
AFRD Seall Witer
astevenddpaloo.com
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‘Omusha, Meb. elects first Black mayar

{maha, Nk, made bissory on June 9 with the clecsioniof it
first Black mayor, John Fwing. marking a milcstons in a city
hoegg shusped By racial and political divides. The viclony sigaaked
changag vobis prusada i a competilne Midweilarn bhawle-
proemd Lster in the year, om Nov. 4, Bleck beaders were elected
10 aeTve & mayors across the country, includmg Sharon (haess
in Syracuse, N Y., Doroey Applyrs in Albany, 3 Y., and Mary
SheiEigld e Dotroal Al arg i first Black women mayorses
their respectrve ancas.
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Top 10 sports moments of 2025

By Victoria Mejicancs
AFRO Saaff Writer
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Marcus Freeman becomes first Black hesd coach in major

NCAA champlonship

At the top of the yeas, Motre Dame’s head football coach
Marcus Freerman, became the first Black head coach to
ke it to the NCAA College Football Flayoff Mationad
Championship, Notre Dame defeated Penn State 27-24in
the Orange Bowd semifinal game, but fell to Ohid State in the
final s on lsn. 200

AP Pl Then Canlvan
Coach Dawn Staley
recognized

Coach Dawn Staley, head
eoach for the women on
the University of South L

AP A Dim e Dowargane:

Carolina's basketball
team, is an NCAA Black athletes break
baskethall icon for bath records in hockey draft

the men and women's
divisions. On April 30
she was honored with
& statue in Colombis,
South Carcling for her
athievements as beader
of the Lady Gamecocks
for 17 years.

The National Hockey
League (NHL) made history
with & record number of
Black players being drafted
on June 27-28 The NHL
drafted mons than 20
players of color, induding
atleast 10 Black athletes,
rnaking i1 the most diverse
elass the league has seen,

Coach Stabey is a three-
tieme Olympic gold
medalist. Hall of Fame
player, and one of the
winningedt cosches Altcheson (lefi), with

in NCAA women's Coco Gaull won her second  MHL commisshoner Gary
baskeiball history. She i Grand Slam lithe on June 7. Bettman after béing

the only Black coach in Atonly 21, Gaulf became drafted by the Mew York
NCAA history—men's or  the first American to win Islanders during the NHL
womens—with multiple  the French Dpen singe hockey draft Friday, June
national titles. Serena Williams in 2015, 27, 2025, in Loz Angeles.

il *'.
AP b haroilen Mcois Lard

Coce Gaull wins big Shown here, Kashawn

AP Phato fgh Soaten
Kja Wilson keeps scores on and off the court

The Las Viegas Aces capped off their thid WNBA championship Oct. 10 with a 97-85 win
ot ot Phosnis Mercurny, Aa Wilion posted 31 podnts, mine rebourds, four assists,
three Blocks and two steals The game also ended a historc WNBA teason for Wilion, who
became the first WHEA player ever towin the regular-sesson MVP sward, Defensive Player
of the Year snd Finald MYP award In & dingle desdon.

The win came just months after Wilson celebrated & major sccomplishment off of the
court: the release of The AOne, a shoe designed in partnership with Nike.

AP Phatador € Hang
LeBron James makes history

Lefiron lames began his
23rd MBA seaion, making his
career the official lomgest in
the league’s history on Nov.
18. The previous recond of 22
seasons was held by Vince
Carter. James, 40, had been
sidelimed since the start of
training camp due 1o iiues
with scistica, keeping him
out of the préseason and the
Lakers' first 14 games of the
régular season. His Airst game
of the season ended in viclory with & 140-126 win over the Utah Jarz

AFRO.COM

Black excellence ook center stage st Super Bowl LiX
on Feb. § as the Philadelphia Eagles and the Kansas
City Chiefs squared off at the Caesars Superdorme in
Mew Oileans. Patrick Mahomes couldn boost the
Chiefs to a Super Bowl three-peat. Eagles quarterback
Jalen Hurts led his team to & 40-22 wictory, It was
enly the second time in NFL history that two Black
guarterbacks bed their teams n the annwsl matchup,
happening first in 2023 when Hurts and Mahomes
faced off.

AP Pt ENITAR Lo g
Bubba Wallace makes
HASCAR history AP P MGG ARG
Noah Lyles makes his mark
Bubba Wallace becarne on international stage
the first Black NASCAR
driver 1o win the Noah Lybes won his fourth

consecutive 200-meter
wodld Rithe at the Workd

Brickyard 400, & major
race on the |ndianapolis
Motor Speedway. Athleties Championships in
Wallace won on July 27 Takya on Sepl. 19. This win,
despite alate rain delay,  with Lyles running 19.52

two overtimes and secands, tied Lyles with
CONTEIN S GVET FURRIRG Usain Bolt's four-peat from
cut of fuel 2009 o 2015.

AP R haliae © Hong
Mookie Betts

On Oct. 23 Mookie Betts was announced as winner
of the 2025 Fielding Bible Award at the shorstop
position. Just days later, on Oct. 28, he won the
Roberto Clemente Award, an honor reserved for
the ore MLB player that "best represents the game
through extraord inary character, community
Iinvolvement, philanthropy and positive contributions
both on and off the field.” according to the
organization. Betts won the award for his work &
founder of 5050 Foundation, an organization aimed
al helping youth improve themsslves mentally,
phiysically, financially and emaotionally.

AP PP 1 Al DM Nt
Ma'ne Davis chosen in flrst
draft for the Women's Pro
Baseball League

The Women's Pro Baseball
League held s first draft ever
on Rov. 20, with Los Angebes
drafting Mo'ne Davis 10th
orverall. Dhani & Beat out 600
women from 10 couniries fora
POt on th team. She rose 1o
Eame whien she pitched fior the
Taney Dragons in Philadelphia
and B the first Litde Lesgue
player 10 dppear on the coves
ol Sports lhustrated.

2025




TOP SOCIAL MOMENTS

) Top posts

Afro-American News...
Jan 315104:50
The AFRO sends condolences to the
friends and family of all those who

44,5 65 likes and react...

Top posts

afronews

Aug 19,21:12
& “We love Baltimore. But we
love a BETTER Baltimore even

963 i

) The AFRO-American Newspapers
m) toilowers

e - @
wnator #AngelaAlsobrooks has Deen namad the 2024 AFRO Person of the
ae, marking her historic a3 the first Black 4 it tha
ate of #Maryland in the U.5. Senate. Alsobrooks, a trailblazer in Maryland
#ties, has pledged to pricritize education, Faffardablehousing,
dusing her tenure. infepKd:

|
1,354

7 AFRO News &
W Local publisher - 26.Oct

[L-REE

Afro-American News...
Feb 17,23:41

Afro-Americ¢an News...
May 20, 13:05

Baltimore holds its first Black
History Month Parade By Megan

30,245 likes and react...

afronews

Jan 31;04:50
The AFRO sends condolences to the
friends and family of all those who

903 i

ra -
#Baltimore Office of the Mayor announces #FAmberGrenno—a nationally
recognized equity leader and tormer #WhiteHousE advisor—as the new Director
of Baltimore's Cifice of Equity and #CivilRights, marking a significant step in the
city's efforts to promate inclusive governance

and Fracisljusticn, Mitps:jfinke infexwR2gud

= The AFRO-American Newspapers
i) 5,205 totowers

ceons

Coppin State University names Servi
Henrietta Lacks

Rep. Al Green files articles of
impeachment against 47th

25,468 likes and react...

afronews
Nov 24, 23:50

Mayor Brandon Scott named to
Ebony Power 100 and Time 100,

678 i

@ The AFRO-American Newspapers
() B

Mayar il a5 his rew chiet
af sta, effective April 8, 2025. Young, a seasoned public servant and #Harvard
Business School shim, brings & weslth of experience in finanoe and public
service. Wips:inkd.infelAKWOxP

43 comments - 18 reposts

o

650

@ AFRONows &
Local pubdisher - 310ct
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TOP MOMENTS

2025: A year we wrote (and prayed) our way through

By D Framcas “Toni®
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AFRO CED ol Published

Asw chos e puges on
2025, w da 1 chiar-yed
abwu th momcnd Wy 200
v 121 amld grenmdded m
the respoasibality we casry
Jowrnaham, espraialiy Hlack
pournaluim, s sl sarmply
aboul secunbag cvents. It

bl STy, Wilhen sl
msisting that what happens
O OIS 15 Bt
daperiable nor dudortabl;

Thes year, wie wrols sboul
ikl wad happesssg o ud
wnad around us, kocally and
mbonally_ wgenly and
thawghtiully

We wiole sboul #ymboki
] storres—oonn and
T, ST e
ey —assd. the qqeant bul
consequentzal decmiony about
whinic hushiry n preserval
el whioes i quest i
Wi defiomded Black institu-
Boas, nchuding the AEican
Ameias Muisus of Hribery
el Cllisre, bocise histo-
Ty i ot a bawury item. 1t is
mfrairaciee

W wrols sbout vaskines =
laces thast bl b e
] saffe shootings om oo bege
Ay, 0 kool and in
ascimdie., We wiols nol la
casabonalie pam bul ko
el its pormalizstion We
msisied tha salfety, dignay
el pace arg med AR
able expectabions

We wiote sbout chukiren
mod only dhear proiecison et
thie preparation—ahaost

o 2R

Rl il p it i ity

P

D Frances “Foni™ Murphy Draper is CEOQ snd publisher of AFRO New:.This week, ihe
meflects onthe challenges and triumgpha of 31035,

weaching fmamecial liteacy
warly, and about Black haalth,
bocause Fodom s weellnes
st micpatable We euasansd
driparities 10 maternal bealth
whivaac discase, mental
alih, socess o case and
wmvevemental condulc,
st Filandeng: Bhad Besalth o
a [padaCy 155U, AN SCORMIC
i wral 3 commETEnIy TR
Wi wrots ahout elderi

urmorng them and by
s e, il sbou Blsck
wemeiernes and the fight for
sesognition and dignity in
cath, Becaus roipoct doet
zt cpre when e ey
Wi wrote aboui Hlasck

[EL TPY

Argbivin . S ansal Wood.

AFR®

€ mEDIL AUERORITY
Your istery * Your Community = Kewr News
The Afro-American Newspapers
Baltimers (Mice + Corporase Headquarters
1Y E. Redbwaed Sireet
Bth Floor, Suite 6000

Habimare, Viary lasd 21207
AlRALLE 00

Cmmismnnr Sorvie, Hamse Delivery sl Sabeorigisns
ELLS R )
el e Al cam

Fosmnded by Joba Hrary Murphy Sr., Ange 13, 1553
Chairsmas of the Board Fublivher - Frasio Warpds Draper
AFubinbor Emorites - ke /' Ovar )

Prosidami - Sesjomin Marpdn Pl

VP ol Markriing sad Trobaslegy « Ke
Wirreter Dipital Sallutism - Do Pock

w Y

Reewrpibonint - Wasda Prarsom - 4965545300, w1, 166

Darecind ol Faaasor
T Dhcasrs - 41 B SS4-A24T

Evniutie Nevites Thretad of A oithisg
Bowrs Heowir - 4000845271 - Besardalle. oo

Dliainier of [ smamasnity £ Pobdis Rilstiss
Elmr . ki - 1044 a30)

Edivavial

Magingg Faliias - A |
Hiirind Assiaimnd - Ams

K rmang | Workamd Fodis -

Bshtimary  irvslation Dntriatiss Yissagnn
N

Freductiss Drpartment - $19-484 8300

p- BRLLLE B
(Wibsingean Publisber Kmarits - Frasces [ My 1)

DNagrier o ddperr atims « Asdrd Drapay - 4184400300

THEC TR0 AMIERRCAR - |55 0 000 o pudd
Babumad o, Sk L S W], M, W3 13002
AL P B Dt (0 Lt Ui P

iy iy Tl debe

Promeake she oy ol o By M1 sl sk om0

P TR TR e sl e . FA41 AP LA L
0B B . 8 . S 00 M. D 102

and mameng econemi reali
tiwk plasaly. Cmmeribip il
mattgey. Crrculvtien off dollasy
still malier. Cossmmaty
OIS TETRER COBTRTTY

survival
We wiode aboul cullse
bt —ahust poy and

scvenlabalaty sl I prola
Blacknes, bet o affinm thas
hrws wr shiorw wp stild carmies
mcaning, ¢ipecially G the

neu pencration w
chosely

And yes, we wrole aboui
sperts, Ivasg commenity
i abicr boalt through ihared

longevty of Lefron lames
caneay, gkt ated progress
n wports whan sepresenta-
ton o bagged, inehudimg 3
mileilone NIIL Dvall wath
10 Bisck players sebecied
e marked defining oultaral
L o
Album of the Yeur was o the
Cienmary Movasds b Kesdrick
Lamar’s Super Bowl halfime

Black cremtraty continues 1o
et e alandasd
W wrnte chise 1 o

b e DaRimore amsd Y
ingtan are nof Footsates o the
naboasl dofy, they an; ofiea

DO govenment, i hudsg
the bendlership of Brsndon M
Soont and Muriel Bowser, as

B
We reporied honesily on
public safety while acknaul-
edgmp progeenn. Baltimo g’
cnme raies moved m the rght
dirertssn this yead, nesand.

mg us that accountabality,
oommuraty offort and sman

social, civic, fanib-hased and
COmmURITY Cvonks and orpa-
miraloe, bocasig evennday
pople dorg Fanthiul wrk
earely sake baadlned, ya
they ase the backbone of our
cities. And we dd not oaly
Fope On our GomEmuRy—
we gatherod wath 0

We parsdad o1 our ssnual
High Tem, recopnized vetorans
and Departmcnt of Public
Weeks employees, onvencd
Whir's W 1A Hlack Bales-
more, Boated ou Reneteenth
Breakfast, Salute 1o Veserans
and Hlack Husiness Masors
Eapu cuents and maked

memants thal strongihanod
community ticx

We alio evlehisted begacy
in distsnctive ways, prodecag
3 J4-pape CommEmTative
ook hononng the 150th
sunnng of the Freaknes
Stskiei amd the maugural
ek Festival, copturig
ml a histons sporting
momenl, bet Haltimoee 'y
place within

228 wad & cofseguatal
year for joumalnm and the
Vrow press. particularly for the
Filack Preus, as indepeadines,
tiuth and Brus mere leued
e el Ty ways

Wi wrose showt voling
sughits s seneweod allack
aboet the rollback of dne-
saly, equety snd i b
and about borw o theee: bevier
acromym was delsberately
femned ko 3 Soerlolor wod
Wie wrole shout the demape
done whem lesderba tallica
i cruelny, espadially leward
women, and hos: langeape
Tree the top tbopes cultere
L

We encoutiened & sumenl
that crystallized much of
has: @ potomtial advo
peikind that our name
Ranuiesg fiod Hlsek tuth and
self-defimitzon for more thas
@ oomiury—maght nocd 1o
change \a carn thes Topport
W dechned. Servival withost
SEMEETy 14 ol suslamabilay

We alwo paused o mark
ko, reflocting on cldors Ble
Wiala Fletcher, Aviata Shakus
and H, Rap Heomn. Wi abio
ook fime 0 onor the pass:
g of pelsaral wwons sech &5
Angse Siong and Sy Seane

Theoeghout the year, we
el glimprics o ot
exiensive archives, work
commuing teough AFRC
Chaitacs, which is pocsery-
g s crpandieag accens 0
wreplaceable Blsck hesiory
Preservation is resisance

W abio cordisod lo- held
Torward wehaclogieally. We
expanbod s digial foolpisl
acrom Facebook, Instagram
X, Lnkedin, VouTube,
TikTek, MNenidoor, and Apple
Mewi We cnteaded vados

arvrage, docpenad audio
atinytelbsg hivugh podesils
such a5 The Chicken Boxx
anad for mamy Eod i on
AFRO com, eesdon cxm now
It i woell o el

Al we embrace fesponale
uses of antifical mselligence,
wit arg enbancing s
mg. sccrubdsty
snlinde eagapamenl and
efficmetary —wathiu cofm.
PrOmIsIng Souray of st
Tox hoadogy 14 ot roplac
pournalziss at the AFRO, it
strenglening il

That work dud mod g0 usno:
e This yoar, our posermal -
mitd, pholographeri, odiori,
dougner azd digeal o=
eaned ralisple local snd
Nateonal pumnaliom g atds
and the AFRLY wai named
smong the natson s lop Black
nows oulleti on Feadspol s
curnied |isis—alBrmaion of
the ewcel lenoe our stall brings.
b b werke gvery day

Above all, we ane gran
o i Wie: have eome thi
Ear by laath sustained by paar-
o and peTseveTanGE.

ong af thi kappem with-
il peple

W thank o wemers, ool
wmmits, photographers, edi-
i, detignons, socil media
1, iades, Busincia

e e dur
board members and chare-
hokbers. st advertison s

e, amd ot patad,
iz the Mational News-
paper Peblribiers Assedastion
and Word In Black

And b our readors and sub-
sribors, thank you. Yos s
o e omiumens. Vo
are pariners

D025 wrked osr 1350
yea af pablacalion. s oer
reflocts

133 years of
unmterrepiad Hlsck arwned
oumalsam—and what it will
Bk bo suitain this week
pencrations ko come 18 monot
about mosiakgs 1 s about
mCEssRY

1 i yoar alfiremed sy~
thing it e that peurnalnes
abll maneri Loval prsnaliim
mamers. Black journalam

Bearing witness: A year of reporting and

resistance
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AFRO Managing Editer
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Abgxin Taylor serves a1 mansging editor of the AFRO-
American Newspapers This week, the disousses tap
maments of 2025 and looks ahead to 2026.
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photographer, intern and
team member who belped
pull tagether the wookly
edstma of the paper, while

also working on sews for
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AFRO reporters talk top stories,

By AFRO Statf

Simce 1892 AFRO reporters, photographers,
editors and publishers have kept the publica-
son going with & commalment b recordang
Black history, serving the community and
seeking change. Thes year was no different.
With an amazing group of lenacious reponers
urafasd o ask the 1ough questions, the AFRO
wis able 1o cover everything from health and
education 1 palitics, public safety, business
and more. Read bebow v learn a bit about the
reporters and the work done in 2025,

Tashi McQueen
AFRO S1afT Wraler

Looking back on 2025, [ thank the Lord
Jesus for another year of contrdbuling 1o the
AFR's vital mission: shining a light on and
uplifting the Black community with the miior-
malion thal matlers most

Crne ol my prowdest moments was allending
thi: Maryland, Delaware, District of Colum-
baa Press Association (MDD awands. 1 had
thit honor of reporting on AFRO News laking
hame more than 25 awands. | was thrilled 10
personally contribute 1o our award-winning

legacy. Thes year, | ok home four awands
from MDDC and my story on the passmg af
renowied poet and suthor Nikks Giovanni
earned first place 31 the National Mewspaper
Publishers Associston (NMPA) awards. These
achievements were humbling and serve as a
powwerfial reminder that 'm on the right track.

Beyond the aceolades, 1 am thankful for
the apportunity o honor the lives of several
significant Black leaders. By anending their
services and speakimg with their boved ones,
I worked o convey the deep legacies they
left behind. Whle | might not have been
eager for this 1ask in the past, | have grown
1o appreciate the beauty in documenting the
final chaplers of'a life well-lived.

Many more stories and voices from this
past year have lefl a lasting impression on
me, and for those connections, 1 am truly

thamkiul

Andrea 5tevens
AFRO StafT Winler

1 cowered an array of 1opics this yeas, from
politics, health and entertainment 1o commui-
Ly evenls. Mosl moving for me were my peces
on postparium health. | have learned that

AFRO.COM

2025 LESSONS LEARNED

Megan Sayles
AFRO Sl Writer

This year, more than ever before, |
learnied that being a journalist can be an
acl of resistance—especially working for
a media company like the AFRO. We were
created more than 130 years ago 1o champi-
on racial uq-un||1}'. the advancement of our

community and Black achievement. Though

the injustices we face wday may nol seem
a5 blatant as the segregation, diserimination
and lynching of the past, 2025 taught me
that were fighting many of the same cone
battles: Who gets 1o vole, whi 15 protect-
ed by the law, who can afford o live i
therr own communities and whose history
and humanity are recogaized by society.
As journalists at the AFRO, we confront
oppression by giving a voice 1o the mar-
ginalized, speaking truth in the face of
censorship and msinformation and bolding
people in power accountable

Amsd the hurdles of this year, 1"ve leamed
that we cannod survive without hope. Hape

lessons learned in 2025

Black news and educatson can save lves and
help people feel seen.

gives us purpose, molivation and strength
b stay in the fight. 11°s why our commu-
mises—many of which have faced decades
of disinvestment— take matters inlo their
own hands. From demanding new parks

and school improvements, o neighborhood
beautification effors, 10 showing up for bocal
businesses and protesting big-box retailers,
I've witnessed the Black community refuse
b surrender. 1 vow o cantmue illuminating
(RIS 5L11.|gg|c. resilience, collective action and
wing m 226,

Victoria Mejicanos
AFRO Stafl Writer

The: mast moving moment from my Lime
al the AFRC this year was beaming that as a
resull of my reporimg on credil gaps in Bali-
mare, lhe Maryland Bankers Association and
Coppen State University s (CSL) Center for
Strategic Entreprencurship bosted a Communi-
ty Conversatxon on credit equity, brmging -
gether leaders from across the state 1o discuss
actionable solutions. Il was a great reminder of
the power of pjourmalism and thal my kcaton
(1 love 1 Calalfornss ) 1s not a houtaten 1o
guality work




Remembering Black leaders and icons who died in 2025

By Tashi McQuaen
AFRC Seaff Viriter
e guengalra (o

Thars week, the AFRO seflocts on
e lives and legacies et behind
By beador. emsertainers and moted
b of e communily Take
& bk 38 Bhe motable Hlack e
wio died i 2024, heaving behind
Boviodl omes and legacics that will
aurely Lot beyund therr Difctime

Sam Moore

Sam hbore, the clostnilying bomor
hehind the legendars wesl dua

Sam & Dave, diod Jas 10 8 Codsl
Ciablies, Fla. . from complicaioes:
Folbrwang murgary Ble was ¥9 Celle.
hratiod for bots such 2 ~Soul Mas,
“Held Oa, 1's Comesg, " a5d “When
Somethisg |1 Wiong wik My
Baby,~ hioore helped define [960s
sl munag abosguds partae Dy
Prater Sigmed e Allanlg Reooedy
and susturod 1 Sias by base Bayes
v Dwvid Perier, the dus carned
Ceaminy homors and Rock & Roll
Hall of Fame induciion in 1932
After e eronmang sdichon. Moo
enjoyed s beng career, perfeeming
for san LS. pressdenis and caming
admiration from pemoratsns: of
ity

Angie Stone

Argie Sone, a soul snd REN
smger and songwtiter, died on
Masch 1 38 the ape of 63 in 3cas
eraih in Montgemey, Aly Hen
Angeh Laverne Brows on Dec 15,
1961, i Codumbia, 5.C, she began
e vt a5 & oomapn by oo foumad-
=g The Soquence. a fomal sap
o and onc of the fira sll-women
groaps signed o the emerging hip-
burp amaduisiry

Afher her carly hup-hop work, Stone
s it ioticd st sl el R H snd
en-spial. M 1999 b delbeat
“Black Dramond.” laundhed a cancer
pasmning mad Baa han dogabos
rodkiemg bt i ludisg e Mote
Rain 1o This Clowd )™ “Brotha™ sed
s | D"t Ml You ™

AP Pt temnes biclandon, Fie

George Foreman

oo Forpman, begondary bower,
itlympa champan and enlprenour
il Mlagch 21 sl sge Té. He woa s
beavyweight gokd medal @ fhee 965
AHymgacs and bocame wonkd Beavy-
winght champson im 1973

Dicipite his ks 10 Muhsmemed Al
i the 1974 " Rumnbls i the Jusghe,™
b siaped a comachack in 19534 and
dcgasd the haavywenght crowa at
e 45, bovomisg the okl mos 10
win ihe inle in boussg hisory. Chuis
sy ther ring. b bocamss @ bouschold
e with ghi Goorge Foroman
il

s ee——
Alexiz Hesman

Alguri Morman, ihe Grit Black U S
sccsctary of laboe, died oo Aped 25
aiage 77 Bom in Mobile, Ala

om July 16, 19T, she contributod
Amarices politics and womsm’y

She served as sececiary of labos
wmsder Prosichont Bill Clintos (11
Tevum 19597 40 Prace 8
sz Bacld purntacei. 1n woaal work
and cival nghts sdvocacy, icheding
social workew for Catholic Chamitses
n 1909 amd dmrocion af the Wi
¢n's Bereas ot the 1) 5 Dpartanl
ol Labee She wik known fof bt
dedwcaion o minodly and women's
workplace nghic

Morman Hutchins
Norman |lwchess pas
pel smger. died om baner 8 38 &
Phorm Sopt. 27, 1963, in Dlawang, by
hing &1 ape K asd wi o1
Huchuns Laenebed b

careet B 1992, rebeasing
10l over 1| years, seven of
which charbod on RalBoasd's Geoiped
Albussicharl, He ¢amod sauliy
Dhirve il Stellar Ao 55 mowranations
and a irammmyy mominaiss

I

AP Froas e | Taevd Foa

Sly Stone

Sly Stome, musscian and fumk
iy, od on Jeng 9 al age K2
A frontmem of Sty asd the Family
Sione, be fused gosgp
Sk aid prvcbsdelia into & i
that defined the late | 360 and
19705, Hits likas ~Eviryday Poop
e “Thasse i i Ml ™ piosnoled
iy, oguality ssd social change

sl rock.

Etaw Snipes-Garner

Fam Saapoi{iarmdr, sty s
strvil, deod o Jeme 13 51 g2 35
S becuimne inewn lod bet sivecsry
Ferlborawng the death of bt Baishand
Eric Cnie, in 2014, which spartad
st e on pubie butaby

Lynin Hamilton

Lynn Hamihion, hest onows
Widie Faniier on “The 'Walk
murie Doens Haffn oa “Saafosd aad
S " died om Juse 19 ol age §
Checage Hea carcar included roles
on “Gememole,” ~The Young and
e Roewthenn,™ “Viond Tamnes,” “Dhan-
gerous Wemen, ™ sl sesee than |50
episodes. of “Cienerationn ~

i amd

Mosie “Mama™ Burks
Mirise “Mams”™ Burks, gospel puo-
wcer sl beadl vozalent of Lhe M
sppi Mlass Chasir, died on Raly 7
B2 Born Jane 18, 1903 i arpers-
willle, Muia , il brought poige] ita-
Pl dch an Ty Ciod e Weeed,™
1o Moo Tired Wed,™ and "This
Moming Whan | Rose™ &
her iconic voace, Sofl
Ermison shd iousd w

Malcobm- Jamal Wamer acion and
poct, died om July 20 21 54 from
dbirmrmng whule n vacalnon m
ot Haca. Besi bnowmas Theodore
“Thao™ Huntable on T Coshry
Show,” Wamngr garned an Emmy
ommatam S b ot wanon
peifeernance. Fass nemembered lum
s a relamile representaiion of Black
youth and a3 posive porrayal of
Blsck middle-cha family bl on
ehevrison

A o T ¢ O By
Rahaman Ali

Rahaman Ali, baner asd voungeae
beober of Mehassmad Al deed on
Aug | in Lowsville, khy., of age

KX Ha bonsd professiomally mthe
190 sl 1970 anad i crvodl 3k
b brsthet s sparrng paitss and
Y -

Danielle Spancer

DansBs Spencer. actsou kaows
fior depaciimg: Diee Thosses on
“Whai's Happesing,™ deed on
Aug 11 =60 of pastric cancer and
wadiag aveil. Form Jusg 24, 1965,
o Uh Beoma, MUY, ibhe wad the fisd
Black fernale cheld io festere neg:
ularly in & network TV senes. Her

e rocopuied 3t the Smathao-

mian's Mataonal Meisem of Afnces
Americes Hastory snd Culiese

Wiwian Ayeri Allen

Winvcem Agers Alken, posct asd cul-
turad seteviny, disod on Aug 1820 102
She mthosed “Spice of Dawei™ sl
the verss movel ~Hawk,” sdvocsting
Tox iy educason and bioracy. She
wink Baog Univeriagy s fird Afn-
o= Ameracan Laully member anl
influenced peserations of youth and
the arts

P22 ooty Mo Fure] A,

D Claybom € Stansbury Ir.

D Claytos C. Stsnsbary I, edu-
wcabor amed Mlorgan State Lnivensty
ahersin, dooll on Asg. 302 91
Besn Maseh 20, 1932, | Hanvre de
Cirnce, M, he served o o counsehor
and dam of the Honors Colllege. His
funoral on Sept 16 drow bundrods of
wudiati aluiss fscully and fnndi
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Miaion oo ey of Mria Pacebock] £ ongan
Elatr ety
D, Eael 5. Richardion

D Earl 5. Rachanduen Morgas Seae
president from 1954 w 3010, ded o
&1 om Spt 13, Hio bodd the unmivorsity
srrough @ Remmivance, " cypand.
g dowtioral pugram and adling
el st kahing Asehilecue snd
Planssng . Social Work, and Global
Joumalism and Commenication

PRI ST Dt b Wt
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Azsata Shakur

Aviias Shaker, political sctivel and
Black Pesther Pamy member, died
on Sept 29 m Cuba. Boon JoAnne
Encharah Hyron om Juby 16, 1947,
shg later adepard the name Aoty
Shaku Sk Brvaime & phomssal
Nitmle o (heedoms b jeiboe sl
P i i e il sembonce
For mvolvomond = a siass troopa s
deathy

Arthur Jones

Arther Jones, forme Haltamone
Ranvmi defiemune bmiman and
.

# Howl chamgon, ded a2 310

ofi (et 3 182 belped the Ravess
Wil b Super Bow and L
played for e Endiamapolis Colts and

‘Washingion Commandirs. He wan
e older brother of Llumase Fagha-
ing Uhampeonrchip {LUFC ) fighoer
Jon Fanes and Sormer Raviss player
Chandler Jongi

ke Turner Jr.
ke Tamer Jr, { VoW ERInE
e n and son of Tima and lke

Tesnir 5., doid om Ot o 2 67 of
Kideey Esiluie He bugas tounig
with bis (athesr 1 5ge 13 and baley
carmed a Grammy st Trach:
tsonal Blues Albem for his cont
tsond 1o~ Reies” With the Bhoew

Dr. Paulette C Walker

I Paslbesie . Walkier, former
natsonal prosdint af Dt §
Thata Sororty ssd edusston, ded
on Ui B sl She served an the
masonal pressdent from 2011
3007 and influencod oo bres
tudenti thooaghoul bt caoer ania
Leaches, comiclod, Siirilast prasapal
il supervised of dale s Tedessl
ProgTam:

1Y Asgeho, diraminy-w e s
sl sanr, died on Okt 14 @ 31 afer
a long bagile with camoor. orn
Mhchac] Ascher om Feb. 11, 1974,
B e B Camed wilh boi 1995 debsatl
heosn g~ and helped define
e o-soul monpment with hes
2000 albrn ~Voodoo,™ featering the
mach “Wataled How Doci h Feel)

| 2025

Harb Brown

Harbs Brown, Baltimons busings:
e, gt Readder and Wiorld Wi I
weeran, dued &a Now 4 51 101, He
Fousded Mondywmun Trovel Ageacy
in P48, omer o two Blsck-owned
Busmens in the West Baltimane
sl and co-limsdad ths Yangesd
Chganeration helpusg doct several
Disck podivicians, mcheding stase
Sen. Vorda Wekome

Marshawn Eneeland
Marbaran o lasd, defensive
ond o e Dl Cown by, dived om
Mov. b ak 24 Polor ane enoestigad-
anrg b vt a3 podeniiad wiade
Dirafted 1 the socoad nound of the

2024 NFL Drafl oui of Wesiern
Muckagan, be plaved m 15 games.
and seorpd Bis fire %L toockaboun
By iwwining 3 Bisiod et

Wicla Ford Fletcher
Viala Ford Fleicher, one of the bt
Eknown wrvivors of the 1921 Tuka

Race Maisacie, diod on Nov. 24 2

B0 She ws 7 years obd when the
masescre Secroyed Greerwood, Tul-
s Beiving Hlack neighborkood
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AWARD WINNING

AFRO Staff: Second place for Editorial
Helen Bezuneh: Second place in Medical or Science Reporting

AFRO WINS OVER 20 AWARDS IN - ot B e
MARYI-AND, DEI-AWARE, D.c. PRESS . Err;:aﬁr\fs:t;n eB(;ZZ: SZ:gsdoprlaz\;e;:g:olc\;elCifuor;rlw?lg:-eature or
ASSOCIATION CONTEST Humer , _ o

MAY 2025 ¢ Denise Dorsey: Flrst place in Sports Page Design; First place for

Feature Page Design

¢ Dr. Frances “Toni” Draper: Second place for Breaking News — Social
Media; Second place for Headline

e James Fields: First place in Sports Page Design;_First place for
General News Photo

¢ Angela G. Geleano: Second place for Local Column: Critical
Thinking

¢ Ariyana Griffin: First place for Feature Story: Profile; First place for
Continuing Coverage; First place for Religion Reporting

¢ Diane Hocker: First place for Best Event

e Lenora Howze: First place for Advertising Campaign; Eirst place for
Best Event

e Dayvon Love: First place for Local Column: Critical Thinking_

¢ Kevin McNeir: First place for General News Story,

¢ Tashi McQueen: First place for Continuing Coverage; First place for
Religion Reporting; Second place for General News Story; Second
place for State Government

e Dana Peck: First place for Advertising Campaign; First place for
News-driven Informational Graphics; Second place for Breaking
News - Social Media

¢ Benjamin Phillips: First place for Advertising Campaign
\\ Fe eds ot e Megan Sayles: First place for Continuing Coverage
‘ p ¢ Alexis Taylor: First place for Editorial and Blog Video; Best of Show
for Editorial and Blog Video; Second place for Feature Story: Profile;

Second place for Investigative Reporting; Second place for Breaking
45 Best Black News RSS Feeds e et
o Kofi Tyus: First place for Editorial

e Mekhi Abbott- Second place for Local Government and Second
13. AFRO News RSS Feed place for Arts and Entertainment Reporting

A RSS Feed afro.com/feed
Website afro.com

AFRO The AFRO knows what it's like to e

EST.M92 John H. Murphy, Sr., a former enslaved man found more
v Facebook Followers 650.4K - Twitter Followers 12.8K -

Instagram Followers 21.5K

45 Best Black News Websites

ure challenging times.

OCTOBER, 2025

21. AFRO News

A Media Qutlet https:f/afro.com/ .’
The AFRO knov nat it's like to endure challenging times.
ﬁ:&ios John H. Murphy, Sr., a former enslaved man found more AFRO WI Ns 4 AWAR Ds AT
EST.1892 Facebook Followers 650.4K « Twitter Followers 12.8K - TH E J U N E 2025 N N PA
v Instagram Followers 21.5K - Domain Authority 67 MESSENGER AWAR DS

CEREMONY

THE I?ITIATIVE FOR A COMPETITIVE INNER "i,'i;o" |C|C
cITY (ICIC) RECOGNIZED THE AFRO AS ONE INNER
OF THE 100 FASTEST-GROWING BUSINESSES

IN UNDER-RESOURCED COMMUNITIES
ACROSS THE U.S IN 2025

AFRO.COM | 2025
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AFRO Al IN ACTION

As a 133-year-old legacy media company, the
AFRO is committed to evolving with new
technologies while staying true to our core
mission. As we explore the use of generative Al in
our newsroom and opinion pieces, these three
guiding principles will inform our approach and
clarify how and why we intend to use this
technology:

1. Enhancing Our Mission through Technology
Generative Al is a tool that can support our
mission of uncovering truth and helping our
readers understand the world more deeply. Al and
machine learning already assist us in telling
stories that would otherwise be untold, and
generative Al has the potential to strengthen our
journalistic capabilities further. From delivering
audio versions of our stories via Everlit, to
creatin% social captions and keys words via NOTA,
or graphics via Canva, we aim to use Al in ways
that make The AFRO more accessible to a wider
audience.

2. Guided by Human Expertise

The judgment and expertise of our journalists are
irreplaceable, providing an edge that machines
cannot replicate. This human element is what
makes The AFRO a trusted source of news and
information. While generative Al, Chat GPT or
Tansa may assist with certain aspects of our work
(i.e. editing, social media captions, article
summaries, headlines, newsletter creation, etc.),
our journalists must remain in control of the
process.

3. Committed to Transparency and Ethics The
core principles of journalism—accuracy,
accountability, and ethical reporting—are even
more essential when incorporating Al into our
work. Our readers must trust that the information
we provide is factual and adheres to the high
standards that have defined The AFRO for over a
century. Whenever we make significant use of
generative Al, we will be transparent with our
audience, explaining how the technology was
employed and ensuring that it aligns with our
standards for ethical journalism.
As we continue to experiment with Al, The AFRO
remains dedicated to delivering trustworthy news
¥vhile_ responsibly navigating this technological
rontier.

AFRO.COM |
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i Everlit
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100
Wednesday, June 18, 2025

The Center Club * Baltimore, MD
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BALTIMORE AFRO TEA SATURDAY APRIL 26, 2025
1,000 ATTENDEES
9 HONOREES
5 SPONSORS

AFRO JUNETEENTH: HONORING
MARYLAND'’S HBCUS

AFR® JUNE 18, 2025
Homomng Our 140 ATTENDEES
UNSUNG 7 SPONSORS
HEROES
Ba!tfmoreEit_}r Department 5 HONORE ES

of Public Works Bureau of
Solid Waste Workers

5TH ANNUAL BLACK BUSINESS MATTERS EXPO i

11:30am - 1:30pm
AUGUST 14, 2025 — L = W[
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UNSUNG HEROES
BALTIMORE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
OCTOBER 14, 2025

50 ATTENDEES
4 HONOREES
e m‘msf:{. 3 SPONSORS

Obge  GRMC 4% e
I Welcome)|
® Calutatn M MRS. SANTA
THIRD ANNUAL SALUTE TO VETERANS DECEMBER 13. 2025
NOVEMBER 14, 2025 40 FAMILIES SERVED
164 ATTENDEES OVER $5,000 RAISED +
5 HONOREES IN-KIND GIFTS
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NEWSLETTERS

10,548 new

subscribers in 2025
j i! o 4,289 subscribers

50 eblasts

Boss AT @
subscribers | / ‘ﬁ o ("\Eg
12 eblasts WORKS NEWSLETTER

TTHINGS ...

\VTO KNOW subscribers

Stay informed and inspired with stories 162 eblasts

that matter most to our community.
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IN THE MEDIA
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Johns Hopkins University will award
honorary degree to The AFRO CEO and
publisher Dr. Frances ‘Toni’ Draper

[ [— <00 0

Advertisement

BALTIMORE
BUSINESS JOURNAL

The Afro American Newspaper's archives wosouon Covering the Innovators,

InterSystems:  entrepreneurs and ideas that are

dating back 133 years have new home in === shaping the future of mecicine
West Baltimore

The Afro Kicks off $16M redevelopment of
new home at Upton Mansion

® f in X B & ficiftthisanicle

@ @®CBSNEWS |

Baltimore | Mews~ Weather~ Spors~ Video OnWIZ~ e 2

Historic Upton mansion to become home to AFRO Archives

03:02)

‘ m%lI‘.ACK ‘Black America's Digital Daily’ Donate =

Local News
Historic Upton mansion to become home to AFRO Archives

By Kaicey Baylor
i Updated on: June 9, 2025 /1:40 PM EDT / CBS Baltimore

HEALTH EDUCATION MONEY POLITICS RELIGION JUSTICE CLIN

Uptan Mansian on Fal
MELODY SIMMONS/

3 Add CBS Mews on Goegle

133 Years Stgon% How the AFRO Is Still
The nonprofit Afre Charities is processing and reorganizing the AFRO American Defend‘lng laCk Tmth n 2‘025

Newspapers' archives as it prepares for a move to the historic Upton Mansion in West Frances Toni Draper, publisher of the nation’s longest-running Black
Baltimore. The goal is to turn the collection into a public-facing research archive. American family-owned newspaper. refuses to let our stories disappear.

EY FRANCES MURPHY (TONI) DRAPER

August 11, 2025

"For the past, let's say 130 years or so, the collections have primarily been used
internally for AFRO staff and for some savvy researchers who knew how to find these
materials,” said Afro Charities Executive Director Savannah Wood.

The AFRO Archives store millions of photos and thousands of newspaper editions and
letters. [t even holds some audio recordings which all live at the Maryland State
Archives.

"We have letters in the collection from Booker T. Washington, for instance,” said Wood,

AFRO.COM




IN THE COMMUNITY

PREAKNESS
O FESTIVAL  Fjrst Lady Dawn Moore,

A Celebration Honorary Preakness Co-Chair,
of Heritage commissioned the AFRO to
and Style ..

create a publication for
distribution Preakness weekend

To: Government Operations Committee
From: Lenora Howze, Executive Director, AFRO Newspapers

Date: March &, 2025

Re: AFRO FAVORABLE HB 1119

The AFRO is Maryland’s oldest Black-owned business, providing news and information to the Black
community for ower 132 years. HB 1119 s a win for both Maryland state agencies and local news.
organization like the AFRO and we strongly support this bill.

The AFRO reaches deep into Maryland's Black commumity and is a trusted resgurce for news and
infermation, Although many think print newspaper when they think of the AFRD, we bring many mor
advertising opportunities to the table. Digital, email, sponsored content and even a Digital Billboard
network create trusted advertising opportunities to reach our demographic.

Senlor Leadership Track: Donors, Dallars
& Demonstrating Irmpact: How 3
Newsrooms Ralsed Philanthropic Funding
to Drive Measurable Results in Their Local
Communities | Room 100

Increasing adwertising spends from the State would be a gamechanger for the AFRO. Our revenues sti
local, driving our newsgathering, special events and content to uplift the community.

We urge a favorable repart.

o = > . % Kﬂ ST ! | A \ \ ! - SR N
Mrs. Santa held in partnership with Furman L. Templeton
Preparatory Academy served forty families.

AFRO.COM | 2025
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IN THE COMMUNITY

A F R -

Watch Super Bowl LX
live o MBE with YouTube TV

ARTH & CURTUR

AFRAM 2025 offers star studded line up and fun
for the whole family

REBUILD
DRAFT EIS

PUBLIC
HEARINGS
Feb. 9, 10,

and 12

Growing Community Journalism

CASE STUDY: THE IMPACT OF THE LOCAL JOURNALISM SUSTAINABILITY ACT

Archival photo - Courtesy of The Afro-American

The Afro-American in Baltimore, Maryland is a newspaper with a rich his-
tory. The longest continuously published Black newspaper run by a single
family in the United States, it was created by John Henry Murphy Sr. in
1892 as a place for the Black community in Baltimore and beyond to tell
their stories.

It offered a platform for Black Americans to plead their case against dis-
crimination, publishing some of the most influential commentary on Civil
Rights. But it was also a place for Black Americans to celebrate their victo-
ries. Birth announcements, retirements, business anniversaries and grad-
uations all had a place in The AFRO’s pages and have for 129 years.

AFRO.COM | 2025



IN THE COMMUNITY

CIAA Tournament returns to Baltimore

i : a..-mm- a w ENOCH PRATT free LIBRARY
N AN ““eg THINGS T

HOME / LOCATIONS & HOURS / CEMTRAL LIBRARY / JOB & CAREER INFORMATION CENTER / WIW
HOMOREES

Women in Workforce Luncheon
Previous Honorees

BOOKLOVERS®
BREAKFAST

AFRO Executive Director, Lenora Howze,
2025 honoree

Tne AFRO Polls: Where Legacy Meets Your vojge

Il As the natian's only Black
G, 60 you believe Wes
Moore's exclusion carmies...

@ o ernor, do you believe

Do you think the current
toval of alarm about the
pending weather s
necassary?

®
Shauld student loan debt
forgiveness be part af

fulfilling MLE's dream of
economic_..

e

Do you think evictian

shielding protections go

teo for and unfalrly hurt As the nation's only Black Gov., do you believe
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UPTON MANSION

Upton Mansion

Baltimore, Maryland

[ PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Located in West Baltimore’s Upton community, the Upton Mansion

is a nationally registered historic structure originally built in 1838

as the primary residence of a prominent Baltimore family. The campus
will serve as the headquarters for the 132 year old AFRO American
Newspapers, its affiliated non-profit, Afro Charities, and most
importantly, will become the new permanent home for the AFRO
American Newspapers Archives.

As owner's rep and development consultant, Cross Street Partners
worked with Afro Charities to build a design and engineering team,
navigate real estate due diligence and entitlements, hire a general
contractor, and assemble the project capital stack which includes
historic and New Markets Tax Credits, over 15 public and private grants,
as well as individual contributions. Currently under construction, the
redevelopment includes the renovation of the historic mansion and the
construction of a new annex at the rear of the building.

The Upton Mansion, which will be certified LEED Gold, will also feature
a gallery and exhibit space, recording studio, research and digitization
space, leasable offices for similarly aligned organizations, community
events space, and green space. The redevelopment will transform the
Upton Mansion into an international destination for study and
celebrating African American history and culture.

The redevelopment of the Upton Mansion will help the community
actualize its community vision, which commits to “reclaim[ing] the
vestiges of its distinct African American heritage and be|ing] the hub
of a cultural revitalization where the memory of the great entertainers,
artists, and civic leaders who proudly proclaimed Upton as their
neighborhood will serve as a beacon by drawing investments back into
the community.”

Upon the expiration of the 7-year tax credit compliance period, Afro
Charities will own the building debt free.

AFRO.COM | 2025

AFR

Cross
street

CHARITIES

AFRO American Newspapers

ARCHITECT
Ziger Snead Architects

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Commercial Group Construction

CSPROLE
Development Consultant
Financial Advisory
Owner's Representative

mﬁpﬁ?ﬁa Archival 5 d

use, ‘torage an

research, art and cultural exhibition,
education and community programming,
journalism

PROJECT SIZE

17,000 square feet

(11K SF historic mansion & 6K SF new annex)
PROJECT COST

518MM

J/ COMPLETION
Q12025 /02 2026

2101 E. Biddle Street, Suite 1201
Baltimore, MD 21224

www. CrossStPartners.com
www.afrocharities.org/upton-mansion




LIVE VIDEO

Black People vs Giving Back to Our Communities

Published on Mar 14, 2025

) -5 -5 5

Y o

A& A%
Ly oy

Thursdays ,. .
at noon e S

flove

@AfroAmericanNews

Renée Myrie o317

Circuit Court for Baltimore City-LINKS Program

In 2025, the AFRO’s video content demonstrated strong community
engagement and reach:

e Over the past year, Chicken Boxx delivered more than 20 live-
streamed episodes examining critical social, economic, cultural,
and wellness issues affecting Black communities and the African
diaspora. Chicken Boxx is an intergenerational, fact-based talk show
that challenges stereotypes, amplifies expert voices, and creates
space for authentic dialogue.

e Standard Content: Regular live broadcasts consistently draw
between 3,000 and 10,000 views per episode.

e High-Impact Content: Special segments or those featuring high-
profile leaders frequently go viral, surpassing 30,000 views.

e Overall Footprint: The total digital ecosystem generates more than
120,000 monthly views, driven by the page's status as the #1 local
media Facebook page for engagement in its region.

AFRO.COM | 2025




TOP SOCIAL VIDEO CONTENT

o~ , |Video uploaded to #socialmedia shows an officer of the #Baltimore Police Department running down a man in his squad car, ultima...| -
"
® € Reel-Published on: Oct 30, 2025

Qverview Feed preview

Views @ Viewars @ Interactions @ Watch time @ Fallows & Afro-Amesican N o
2,043,241,583,71429,484 467d 13h 2,619 S5 o s

Video uploaded to #socialmedia shows an officer of
the #Baltimare Police Department running down a
man in his squad car, ultimately crashing into private

~" This post received more views comparad to your recent Facebook posts, property, Read... See more

Views @
2.0M

Total Audience

3M

2M

™

15m Sh 1d 6h 7d

This post's views Your typical post views

#7 This post received more interactions compared to your recent Facebook posts

W 2.0M views
295K

Likes and reactions @ Comments @& Shares @ Saves @ 4 View post on Facebook

13.5K 4.5K 101K 1.4K

[HE BLACH
A O

7.0

ne Crockett (D-Texas-30)

35.8K views

Allen

HER
-

/@/ Afro-American Newspapers & @ ‘:‘r)

The AFRO's #capitolhill Reporter Ashlee Banks spoke &

with U.S. Rep. #JasmineCrockett (D-#texas-30) about
her run for U.S. #Senate.

~Q

é‘ afronews and bydvnlin &

love Baltimore. But we love a

© 11.5K: View'insights ~» Boost reel

Add comment... 11.5 K Views
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	IMPACT REPORT
	afro.com

	TEAM AFRO
	FRANCES MURPHY DRAPER PUBLISHER & CEO

	BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	Rev. Marie Braxton Laura Phillips Byrd Beverly Carter Andre Draper  Frances Murphy (Toni) Draper Sean Evans Rodger Matthews Joi Marie McKenzie Lynn Michalopoulos Laura Murphy Rachael Murphy Humphrey John Jake Oliver Kevin MPECKABLE Peck  Dana Peck Michael Prettyman James Wood Robin Wood Savannah Wood
	BENJAMIN MURPHY  PHILLIPS IV PRESIDENT
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	Receiving numerous editorial and digital awards from the Maryland, Delaware, DC Press Association (MDDC), the National Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA), and Inner City Capital Connections (ICIC), Inner City 100 List.  In addition, the AFRO was named among the Nation’s Top Black News Outlets on Two FeedSpot Lists.
	KEY TOUCHPOINTS
	28.6M
	1.7M
	1.3M
	711.3K
	39K+
	14,099
	2582
	1:04
	We are proud to share key milestones that highlight the continued growth and impact of the AFRO across digital, community, and social platforms. These accomplishments are a testament to our unwavering commitment to informing, uplifting, and empowering the Black community.
	Editorial Impact
	2,582 articles posted — delivering a consistent stream of news that keeps our community informed and connected.
	24 prestigious journalism awards — including 20 MDDC and 4 NNPA Messenger awards, recognizing the exceptional quality and integrity of our reporting.
	10 summer interns  — demonstrating our commitment to mentoring the next generation of Black journalists and storytellers.

	Digital Reach
	1.7 million+ website page views — demonstrating the trust and loyalty of our growing audience.
	1.3 million+ visitors — individuals who come to afro.com seeking accurate, timely, and relevant news.
	1 minute, 4 seconds — the average time visitors spent on our site, reflecting deep engagement with our content.

	Social Media Influence
	Over 711,300 social media followers across platforms — amplifying the AFRO’s voice and expanding our reach nationwide.
	We partnered with activist/photographer/influencer Devin Allen through a PoliSol pilot program to amplify our messages. We added two new Platforms, Squareoffs & NextDoor this year!

	Audience & Engagement
	Over 39,000 contacts — a robust, active database of subscribers and supporters who are part of the AFRO family.
	6 community-centered events hosted in 2025 — each one reinforcing our dedication to celebrating Black excellence, honoring local heroes, and bringing people together for meaningful dialogue and recognition.
	These touch points reflect not just numbers, but the heart of our mission: to serve as a beacon of truth and a powerful voice for our community. As we move into 2026, we remain committed to strengthening these areas and continuing to lead with purpose, integrity, and innovation.

	AFRO.COM    |     2025

	THANK YOU
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	PHILANTHROPY
	THE REV. D. KEVIN MCNEIR, CONTRIBUTING WRITER FOR THE AFRO BASED IN WASHINGTON, DC
	Journalism funded by philanthropy can be a means for social impact and systemic change. This past year we received funds from the Google Discover program in the amount of 51K, the Google News Initative in the amount of 20k and in-kind support from the Knight LMA Bloom Lab in the amount of 25k.

	LABS
	The Local Media Association (LMA) and Comcast NBCUniversal announced the launch of the 2025–2026 Economic Opportunity Lab, a groundbreaking initiative supporting local journalism covering stories of economic mobility and opportunity in cities across the United States. AFRO’s former intern Victoria Mejicanos was selected use tools like the Opportunity Atlas to analyze and illustrate how neighborhood conditions, public school systems, housing access, and city policies influence economic outcomes.
	Local Media Foundation launched an AI Community Journalism Lab focused on rural and underserved markets, investing in experiments that will be conducted by participants in the LMA Family and Independent Media Sustainability Lab and the Knight x LMA BloomLab. The effort is supported by the Walton Family Foundation.  The AFRO experimented with tools to create newsroom efficiencies using artificial intelligence and circulated an AI survey to gauge reader perceptions.
	AI Community Journalism Lab

	INTERNS
	This past summer, the AFRO newsroom was energized by six talented interns who brought fresh perspectives and strong reporting skills to our coverage of community life, from politics and education to sports and cultural events.  They produced impactful journalism that highlighted local protests, chronicled community celebrations and issues like immigration and Black business growth, and ensured important events  received meaningful attention.

	TOP MOMENTS
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	1,354               718            650
	198              83                 71
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	AWARD WINNING
	AFRO WINS OVER 20 AWARDS IN MARYLAND, DELAWARE, D.C. PRESS ASSOCIATION CONTEST MAY 2025
	OCTOBER, 2025
	AFRO WINS 4 AWARDS AT  THE JUNE 2025 NNPA MESSENGER AWARDS CEREMONY
	THE INITIATIVE FOR A COMPETITIVE INNER CITY (ICIC) RECOGNIZED THE AFRO AS ONE OF THE 100 FASTEST-GROWING BUSINESSES IN UNDER-RESOURCED COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE U.S IN 2025
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	AFRO AI IN ACTION
	As a 133-year-old legacy media company, the AFRO  is committed to evolving with new technologies while staying true to our core mission. As we explore the use of generative AI in our newsroom and opinion pieces, these three guiding principles will inform our approach and clarify how and why we intend to use this technology:
	1. Enhancing Our Mission through Technology Generative AI is a tool that can support our mission of uncovering truth and helping our readers understand the world more deeply. AI and machine learning already assist us in telling stories that would otherwise be untold, and generative AI has the potential to strengthen our journalistic capabilities further. From delivering audio versions of our stories via Everlit, to creating social captions and keys words via NOTA, or graphics via Canva, we aim to use AI in ways that make The AFRO more accessible to a wider audience.
	2. Guided by Human Expertise The judgment and expertise of our journalists are irreplaceable, providing an edge that machines cannot replicate. This human element is what makes The AFRO a trusted source of news and information. While generative AI, Chat GPT or Tansa may assist with certain aspects of our work (i.e. editing, social media captions, article summaries, headlines, newsletter creation, etc.), our journalists must remain in control of the process.
	3. Committed to Transparency and Ethics The core principles of journalism—accuracy, accountability, and ethical reporting—are even more essential when incorporating AI into our work. Our readers must trust that the information we provide is factual and adheres to the high standards that have defined The AFRO for over a century. Whenever we make significant use of generative AI, we will be transparent with our audience, explaining how the technology was employed and ensuring that it aligns with our standards for ethical journalism. As we continue to experiment with AI, The AFRO remains dedicated to delivering trustworthy news while responsibly navigating this technological frontier.

	EVENTS
	BALTIMORE AFRO TEA SATURDAY APRIL 26, 2025 1,000 ATTENDEES 9 HONOREES 5 SPONSORS
	AFRO JUNETEENTH: HONORING MARYLAND’S HBCUS JUNE 18, 2025  140 ATTENDEES 7 SPONSORS 5 HONOREES
	5TH ANNUAL BLACK BUSINESS MATTERS EXPO  AUGUST 14, 2025
	UNSUNG HEROES  BALTIMORE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS OCTOBER 14, 2025  50 ATTENDEES 4 HONOREES 3 SPONSORS
	MRS. SANTA  DECEMBER 13, 2025 40 FAMILIES SERVED OVER $5,000 RAISED  +  IN-KIND GIFTS
	THIRD ANNUAL SALUTE TO VETERANS  NOVEMBER 14, 2025 164 ATTENDEES 5 HONOREES 3 SPONS0RS

	NEWSLETTERS
	10,548 new  subscribers in 2025
	4,289 subscribers 50 eblasts
	13,055  subscribers 12 eblasts
	33,174 subscribers 162 eblasts

	IN THE MEDIA
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	IN THE COMMUNITY
	First Lady Dawn Moore,  Honorary Preakness Co-Chair, commissioned the AFRO to create a publication for distribution Preakness weekend
	Mrs. Santa held in partnership with Furman L. Templeton Preparatory Academy served forty families.


	IN THE COMMUNITY
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	IN THE COMMUNITY
	AFRO Executive Director, Lenora Howze, 2025 honoree
	afro.com/polls
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	UPTON MANSION
	LIVE VIDEO
	In 2025, the AFRO’s video content demonstrated strong community engagement and reach:
	Over the past year, Chicken Boxx delivered more than 20 live-streamed episodes examining critical social, economic, cultural, and wellness issues affecting Black communities and the African diaspora. Chicken Boxx is an intergenerational, fact-based talk show that challenges stereotypes, amplifies expert voices, and creates space for authentic dialogue.
	Standard Content: Regular live broadcasts consistently draw between 3,000 and 10,000 views per episode.
	High-Impact Content: Special segments or those featuring high-profile leaders frequently go viral, surpassing 30,000 views.
	Overall Footprint: The total digital ecosystem generates more than 120,000 monthly views, driven by the page's status as the #1 local media Facebook page for engagement in its region.
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	TOP SOCIAL VIDEO CONTENT
	2.0M views
	11.5K views
	35.8K views

	SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM

