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..’Volmg Act
extension may
bein Irouble

WASHINGTON (NNPA)
— The Votmg ‘Rights. %ill
~may be'in serious trouble.

When legislation to ex-
“tend the 1965 Voting Rights
sAct ‘for a second  time
‘veaches the floor in early
‘June, black and liberal
-gupporters -expect an on:
slaught of weakening
amendements R
" These amendments, pro-
.posed by white con-
. servatives, would limit the
’act's extensmn to 5 years
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rather than 10, and under
a ‘“bail-out” provision per-
_mit a locality -to escape
coverage under the lezisla-
tion if it meets a series of
requirements.t -

Another amendment
would remove ‘coverage of
.Spanish-speaking and other
minorities. R

. The Congressional Black.

Caucus has sent out a
mailing to 5,000 black
elected officials and com-
munity leaders asking

them to urge their congres-'

sional- representatives ‘o
vote for passage of the leg-
-islation without the wea-
kening arriendmfnts.
N <

.In a Black Caucus letter.
signed by Congressman
Charles B. Rangel; D-N.Y.,
the chairman of the 17-
member group, and Con-
gresswoman Barbara Jor-
- dan, D-Texas,.who CO-Spon-
sored the Spanish-speaxing
provisions 'of the -bill, the
members said that the as-
"sistanceé of the black coin-
munity was needed to. as-
is)l‘ll!l’e passage of a strong

il

The voting rights biil has
been ‘largely responsible
for a massive increase in
the number of black elect-
ed officials in the Suvuth,

- aceording. to testimony
given before the House
+Subcommittee- on Civil and
‘Constitutional Rights.

One ‘estimate suggests
that only 72 blacks served
as. elected officials in the
11 southern states in 1965

At present the total of

“whelmingy black

black state legiéla_tors, 429
black county officials- and
497 municipal officers.

“'So as not te be misled
by the sheer numbers,”
the Judiciary Committee
report said, it should be
noted that *“‘most of ihe of-
fices newly-held by blacks
are relatively minor. and
located in small municipal-
ities or counties with over-
popu-
lations ... In the seven
southern states which are
totally or partially covered
by the voting rights act, no
black: holds " statewide - of-
fice.” <

* & %
The ‘most potentially-dan-
gerous amendnwnt, ac-

cording to- black political
observers, in the “bail-nut”
provision rubmitted by M.
Caldwell _Butler, R-Va.,

black ‘elected officials in |

the seven southern- states

covered:by -the act had in- |

creased to 963. .
« )

These states now have
one black congressman, 68

" which although defeated in

the Judiciary by an ex-
tremely close vole, is ex-
r=~~? to again be sub-
mitted on the House floor.

..¢ amendment offered
by Robert McClory, R-IIL.,
remoeves coverage of ‘Span-
i*h.-speaking Americans, a
new provision of tpe legis-

g

Clarence Mitchell,
N3YACP’s Washington bu-
reau director, has opposed
m.iing the Spanish-speak-
ing provisions an integral
part of the voting rights
bill Tather than as a sepa-
rate title, charging that
their inclusion might be
challenged on the House
floor or later declared un-
<mstitutional by the U.S.
Supreme Court.

Either action, he main-
tains, might jeopardize the
entire bill. The Black

Al

B

Caucus, many of whose. .
‘members have a subsian-.

tial Spanish-speaking con-; -
stituenoy, differed  with -
Mitchell, and with athers,,

successfully called for ad-; .
ding the Spanish-speuking
sections toﬁ the o*tiginal bill.e: .

Congressman Andreww:
Von?. D-Ga., said-he felt
that Black Caucus suppert--.
fo- the Spanish-speaking;

T ms was important.a-
in building a “black and
» awai * coalition that could « -
infleence a variety of mi-
nority-interest issies on
Capitol Hill. : s

Black Caucus aide *:
said that the Caucus in-"
tended to accelerate. tna -
number of mass mailings -
to black elected officizlsi -
who are in a position to in- -
fluence white congressional - -
representatives. S
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